Radioimmunoscintigraphy with 99mTc-225.28S-F(ab')2 in cutaneous and ocular melanomas: cases of particular clinical interest.
In the attempt to contribute to a correct and early diagnosis of melanoma, this paper critically evaluates, in 40 patients with cutaneous localization and 20 with ocular localization, the results of immunoscintigraphy with 99mTc-225.28S-F(ab')2 and the clinical, instrumental and biopsy findings. While the cutaneous melanoma group is mainly composed of patients subjected to surgical exeresis of the lesion before radioimmunoscintigraphy (RIS), the ocular melanoma group is composed of patients with the primary lesion in situ or previously treated with contact radiotherapy. In the cutaneous melanoma group 5 cases presented falsely positive immunoscintigraphic findings, and only 2 falsely negative. In the ocular melanomas, the percentage of false negatives was higher (n = 7). This is probably attributable to the antigenic expressivity, higher in the metastases than in the primary melanomas. The cases of particular interest are discussed in relation to the clinical picture, to the instrumental examinations and to the histological findings. The work made it possible to contribute to a more correct interpretation of the RIS findings in the staging and follow-up of cutaneous and ocular melanomas.